Project Name:





Forest:  Malheur
Overall:   Borderline proposal.  Will the acres be NEPA-cleared in time?  Recommend keep this on the shelf and submit in FY11.  Has scale and intensity and fire-prone ecosystem.  Needs more fire ecology perspective.  

CFLR Pre-proposal Review According to the Criteria

Strength of the landscape restoration proposal and strategy:  Light on strategy.  Although they reference it,  it appears they have not really followed the recent Franklin paper.  Needs substantial strengthening.

Strength of the ecological case of the proposal for landscape restoration and proposed ecological restoration strategies:  Perhaps business as usual.  Should be stronger and more integrated.

Strength of the collaborative process and the likelihood of successful collaboration throughout implementation:   Partners not very diverse.  Didn’t mention TNC FLN.   But Bill says they have Sustainable Northwest.  Also  Rick Brown,  Defenders of Wildlife.  Collaborative is at “juvenile to adolescent” phase.  A young group.   We had a concern about making a plan and presenting it to partners, rather than doing it together.  On the right track but at a “young” phase.  

Whether the proposal is likely to achieve reductions in long-term wildfire management costs:   All proposals likely to need to help with this.  Fire science consortium can help.   They say 40 percent of 225,000 acres will be treated, which is impressive, and what we are looking for.  Contiguity?  Costs drop 90 percent?  We’re skeptical.

Whether the proposal would reduce the relative costs of carrying out treatments as a result of the use of woody biomass and small diameter trees:   Yes, pretty good job of this.  Strong market for material.  Long-term stewardship contract already in place.

Whether an appropriate level of non-federal investment would be leveraged in carrying out the proposal:   Non-federal only $110,000.  How much work will be done on other ownerships?  This is the piece they are missing.  Return receipts from stewardship contract would count.  They could show this as a match (but it is Federal).  Still important to show it.

Evaluation of how the proposal addresses employment, training, youth engagement (community capacity):  Could have discussed this more.  Grant and Harney Counties have high unemployment rates.    Needs some work.

Exporting knowledge from selected projects to expand the reach of restoration (shared learning): 

Not much seen.  Needs substantial bolstering.

