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YSTDS Pre-Treatment Small mammal and Herpetofauna Trapping, 1991-1992
We established one 5x5 grid for pitfall traps and one 10x10 grid for Sherman live-traps in each stand.  Each grid had 20-m spacing between adjacent traps. We placed trapping grids in stands within the constraints of:

1) a minimum of 50 m between any trap and a stand edge and;

2) grids for pitfalls and live-traps did not overlap.
Traps within a grid were placed next to a log or other natural runway near the grid point. Pitfalls were made from double-deep number 10 tin cans with holes punched in the bottom to allow drainage and the open end set flush with the surface of the ground. We baited all traps with pellets coated with peanut butter. We put batting in the traps for bedding, to reduce mortality of small mammals from hypothermia, and slipped the Sherman traps inside open, one-half gallon milk cartons, to provide additional insulation and protection for the traps. In pitfall traps, we placed batting inside one-half pint cartons.

We opened traps and checked them daily for 8 consecutive days between 22 October and 27 November, 1991 and 1992. Stands within a geographic block were trapped simultaneously, and blocks were trapped in the same chronological sequence each year. Animals were identified to species, weighed, aged, sexed, toe-clipped, and released. Animals that died in traps were stored in a freezer at OSU for later verification of species identification.
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